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History

• Moody Graduate School began 1986

• M.Div degree offered Fall 1999

• The M.Div language program was 
designed to incorporate new advances in 
Bible software.

• It initially required the use of Gramcord 
but switched to Logos Bible Software in 
2004

• Classes are taught in a computer lab

• the program was labeled “CAPABLE”
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Rationale for Need

Available evidence revealed that a 
high percentage of seminary 
graduates do not incorporate the 
biblical languages in their 
ministry.



Pedagogical factors

Concerns about the “older” 
student in graduate studies. 
The trend is for the median 
age to get older.



Pedagogical factors

Concerns about long term 
effectiveness of training 
in the traditional way.



“Although in almost daily touch with some 
Greek text for twenty-five years, I find that 
each time I teach beginning Greek from a 
traditional grammar, it is necessary for me 
to recommit portions of that grammar to 
memory. There seems to be little correlation 
between my ability to read and understand a 
Greek text and the ability, say, to reproduce 
nominal and verbal paradigms by heart. I 
was puzzled by this discrepancy in myself, 
and by the fact that students who appeared 
to be able to handle a Greek text with facility 
often did poorly on examinations over Greek 
‘grammar.’”

Robert W. Funk, A Beginning-Intermediate Grammar of Hellenistic 

Greek. (Missoula, Montana: 1977) Volume I, pp. xxv-xxxii .



Pedagogical factors

A desire to utilize the new 
technology to maximize the 
learning and use of languages.



Pedagogical factors

A desire to train them under 
our “watchful eye” to 
properly guide them in the 
use of technology.



Pedagogical factors

A desire to teach a toolbox 
approach of exegetical 
techniques rather than just 
grammar and syntax 
(literary, structural, 
backgrounds etc).



Pedagogical factors

A desire to spend more time 
on “top down” approaches 
to language learning than 
“bottom up” ones.



ñ more emphasis must be placed on the 

idea contained in the paragraph. This is 

really the smallest unit of text that should 

be closely studied in most of the genres. 

Unfortunately, this emphasis on the 

shaping of texts from the top down is 

directly contrary to several generations of 

biblical language teaching in evangelical 

schools. Biblical Languages have been 

taught for many years following the 

premise that close analysis of the 

smallest units of the text (words and parts 

of words) is the most fruitful path to 

understanding the meaning of the text. 

(cont)



ÅUnfortunately, this ótag and flagô 
approach to identifying and labeling 
every Greek and Hebrew word also 
has drastically affected preaching 
and teaching. It has led to an 
atomistic emphasis on the wrong 
level of texts. It has taken many 
years to listen to what linguists 
have been saying for some time: 
Because language is organized 
from the top down, start by 
focusing on the higher structures of 
the text and work downward.ò 

Walter Russell III in ñCracking Old Testament Codesò pp. 288-89



Video
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Role

The purpose of the ETS department is to 
support the mission of MBI by providing 
teaching/learning support for education 
end-users, and by providing audio-visual 
support for MBI customers with solutions 

that meet their needs in a timely and 
effective manner.



Technical Solutions

• LMS (Learning Management System)

• Computer-equipped classroom facilities

– Two separate teaching labs

– 40 computer stations total

– Wireless access for laptop users

– Demo station (“Hot seat”) for student 
interaction



Technical Solutions

• “Smart Desk” Presentation Capabilites
– Touchscreen control panel

– Data projector

– Document camera

– DVD/VHS/CD player

– VGA connection for computer display

– A/V inputs for external A/V sources

– Ethernet connection

– Cable TV feed



Desktop vs. Laptop: Pros

MBI-owned Desktop

• Consistent user 
experience

• Less class time spent 
troubleshooting

Personal Laptop

• Reduces administrative 
overhead

• Class can take place in 
any venue

• Greater personal 
ownership



Desktop vs. Laptop: Cons

MBI-owned Desktop

• Raises tuition costs

• Limits possible teaching 
venues

Personal Laptop

• Financial burden on 
student

• Reliability issues



Logos License Management

• Problem

– Various Libronix Customer IDs

– Various licensing limitations for each ID

• Solution

– Host resource files in a secure network 
location

– Implement network security consistent with 
license requirements









Fonts

Problem:

– The M.Div program is now ten years old, and 
many older resources rely on legacy fonts for 
biblical languages

– Proprietary fonts create problems when 
distributing documents electronically or 
posting them in our LMS



Fonts

Solutions:

– Discontinue support for legacy fonts

– Encourage faculty to convert documents to 
Unicode-compliant fonts

• Training on input methods
– Logos and SBL keyboard layouts

– Shibboleth

• Use fonts freely available from SIL and SBL

• Conversion tool: Galaxie’s BibleScript /BIBIL?



Accessibility Issues

• MBI’s goal is ADA compliance

• Reliance upon Logos in the M.Div 
program presents a challenge

• Screen readers not compatible with 
Greek and Hebrew texts

Our field has a legitimate need for a screen 
reader capable of rendering biblical Greek 

and Hebrew texts



• How does technology shape the 
curriculum?

• What software package to use?

– Financial constraints

– Digital resources needed

– Searching capabilities

LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ά/!t!.[9έ ¢ȅǇŜ 
Program Yourself



LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ά/!t!.[9έ ¢ȅǇŜ 
Program Yourself

• How will students access the software?
– Personal computer

– Computer lab

– Cloud

• What presenter tools are necessary?
– Projector

– LMS

– Podcasting

– Web conferencing



The Bare Minimum

• Computer, software, and presentation 
medium for instructor

• Academic pricing arrangement with 
software (and hardware?) vendor

• Universal hardware and software 
requirement for all students

A curriculum that effectively uses the 
technology to make 21st-century disciples



Challenges
• How does a school balance 

between training ministry 
practitioners alongside those that 
want to pursue advanced degrees 
(directed studies to compensate?)

• Still face resistance from the 
traditional approach of teaching 
languages and exegesis. (Unbiased 

research is needed to provide a benchmark 
for comparative purposes.)



Challenges
• Curriculum challenges whenever 

you add something (Syntax and 
discourse databases) which requires 
that you take something out.

• Trying to find that balance of 
knowing how much grammar and 
syntax is required as a base. (this is 
true for any approach)

• Deciding on “one” software to use 
for efficiency sake.



Benefits
• Students are participatory in the lecture 

time and are using more of their senses in 
the learning process.

• Faculty learn from students little 
customizations and tips. 

• Able to create resources for students that 
work within the software.

• Community is established outside of the 
classroom via discussion boards.

• LMS (Blackboard) allows for our students to 
complete assignments outside of class time 
which frees up more face time with 
students.



Trends / Final Thoughts

• More and more schools are looking 
to produce online classes to service 
their students and to produce 
revenue streams.

• The current economic climate is 
causing institutions of higher 
education to look to technology to 
play an increasing role in training 
theological students. 



Trends / Final Thoughts

• Increased use of personal laptops by 
students

• Opportunities for off-site learning via 
web conferencing, LMS, etc.

• More and more resources moving 
into “the cloud”



Recommendations

• To Publishers:

– Greater availability of resources/textbooks

• To Software Providers:

– Training and tutorials are critical

– Make provisions for group usage

– Explore ways to decentralize

• For the “Kingdom”

– Open publication initiatives may be 
beneficial towards developing similar 
approaches in less-affluent societies



Q  & A


